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Cooperating organizations

The Kitchen and Household Equipment Standards Committee, under whose 
direction this British Standard was prepared, consists of representatives from 
the following Government departments and professional and industrial 
organizations:

British Ceramic Manufacturers’ Federation

British Holloware Manufacturers’ Association

British Hotels and Restaurants and Caterers Association

Catering Equipment Manufacturers’ Association

Consumers’ Association

Consumer Standards Advisory Committee of BSI*

Department of Health and Social Security

Department of Prices and Consumer Protection, Metrology Quality Assurance 
and Standards Division

Hardware Manufacturers’ Association

Joint Advisory Committee on Local Authority Purchasing

The organization marked with an asterisk in the above list, together with the 
following, were directly represented on the committee entrusted with the 
preparation of this British Standard:

Apparel and Fashion Industry’s Association

Association of British Launderers and Cleaners Ltd.

Association of Button Merchants

British Association of Clothing Machinery Manufacturers

British Button Manufacturers’ Association

British Plastics Federation

Drapers’ Chamber of Trade

Fabric Care Research Association

Knitting Industries Federation Ltd.
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Foreword

This British Standard is a revision of the standard first published in 1965, and 
has been prepared at the request of the British Button Manufacturers’ 
Association under the direction of the Kitchen and Household Equipment 
Standards Committee.

This revision gives detailed dimensions for holes in buttons and for shanks to 
enable the buttons to be attached to a garment. Dimensions are now in metric 
units, and imperial measurements based on the English “line” (0.025 in) are no 
longer regarded as standard, but for reference purposes conversion tables are 
given in Appendix A.

This revision specifies requirements which have been used as a basis for design 
by manufacturers of button sewing machines. Tolerances have been added for the 
diameter of holes and the spacing between holes in buttons.

Attention is drawn to the provisions in BS 4162 “Methods of test for buttons”.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 4, an inside back cover and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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